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Problem: Scope

• Not

– How to improvise

– Why functional harmony works

• I don’t need to know how to spell in order to speak• I don’t need to know how to spell in order to speak

Problem: Aural tradition

• ‘Hearing’ the changes

• Need to know what to expect

– And where (context!)

• Fewer and fewer:• Fewer and fewer:

– Jam sessions

– Big bands

– Gigs Everyone has the New Real Books, 

But nobody knows any songs …



Problem: History

• Coker, 1964

• Cork, 1981

• Baker, 1997

• Sabatella, 2003• Sabatella, 2003

• Elliott, 2009

Approach: Form

• Grigson Grid

• Visual aide-mémoire

• Context is king



Simple example

• Form AABA

– A

• Pennies Ending

• Variant

– B – B 

• Rhythm bridge

• Launchers

Remembering April

• Unusual symmetry

– Form ABA!

– Joins

• Enter and exit bridge 

with Highjumpswith Highjumps

• Inside bridge use 

Sidewinders



Approach: Bricks

• Removes ambiguity in chord 
changes

– Analysis decides where the bricks lie

• Makes you robust to substitution

– Families of bricks

• To IV n Back

• On-Off-On + Dropback

– Meta view

• You know where you are going

• You can relax, knowing you’ll not get 
lost

• Your solos will make sense

Approach: Joins

• 12 ‘joins’ given names

• Context is king

– Frequency analysis

• Example sequence• Example sequence

– New Horizon x2; Bauble

• How High The Moon

• Laura

• Tune Up



Pop quiz

• Learning the repertoire at light speed

– What links these songs together?

Conclusions: Some Objections

• Why all these crazy names for things I already 

know?

– Coker and Roman numerals

– Brevity is the thing– Brevity is the thing

• What use is this for modern jazz?

– Clears the decks

– System is open to extensions



Conclusions: How to use

• Play

– More meaningful solos in any key

• Compose

– Know the standard solutions– Know the standard solutions

– Avoid them or use them!

• Teach

Conclusions: For more information

• www.dropback.co.uk

– Method

– Free downloads

– Podcasts– Podcasts

– e-book

• Google Group

– http://groups.google.com/group/LEGO-bricks?hl=en

– Free downloads

– Join the discussion!


